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The Religion Business: 
Cashing In On God 

 
Ben Bennetts 

Published 2012 
Smashwords and Amazon Kindle Store 

$6.99 
Also available in paperback form 

$11.35/£7.99 
 

Faith Warning! 
 

Do not read this book if you have a blind faith in the existence 
of God, or any other god(s), and you don’t want your faith 
shaken, stirred or otherwise disturbed. 
 

If you make the assumption that all gods, including God, are the inventions of fertile, imaginative 
and in some cases, manipulative minds, and then take a look at any specific religion, you see it for 
what it is—a business like any other commercial business, marketing and selling a product in 
exchange not only for money but, in many cases, mind control of a large group of people. This book is 
written from this point of view and surveys both ancient and modern religions, questioning the 
evidence for the existence of God and challenging the beliefs, doctrines and practices of major 
religions such as Christianity and Islam. 
 

Memories of RAF Negombo 
Ceylon, 1950 – 52 

 
Ben Bennetts 

Assisted by Maureen Wyatt (née Bennetts) 
Published 2012, revised 2014 

Smashwords and Amazon Kindle Store 
$0.00/$0.99 

 
My father was stationed in RAF Negombo, Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) in 

the early ‘50s.  I joined him along with my mother and sister.  This is an 
account of my life in Ceylon, my first experience of living outside of the 
UK.   The essay tells of trips to the jungle, life on the RAF camp, long 
troopship journeys, encounters with wild animals (some in the living 
room), and falling in love for the first time (I was 10 years old!). 

This essay was also my first attempt to publish an e-book containing photographs and other images.  
I’ve improved my skills in later e-books.  The 2014 version contains better images, better formatting, 
grammar improvements, and the removal of the end notes. 

http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/238994
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Religion-Business-Cashing-God-ebook/dp/B00FXWV1ZI/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1464783779&sr=1-1&keywords=the+religion+business%3A+cashing+in+on+god
http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/241428
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Memories-RAF-Negombo-Ceylon-1950-ebook/dp/B00II9EDKI/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1464786586&sr=1-1&keywords=memories+of+raf+negombo
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“On one occasion...” 

Ivory Tower and Road Warrior Stories 
Ben Bennetts 

 
Published 2013 

Smashwords and Amazon Kindle Store 
$3.99 

 
 
I am a retired electronics consultant engineer.  During my professional 

career, I spent eleven years as a researcher and lecturer at Southampton 
University (the Ivory Tower) and a further twenty-eight years in industry, 
mostly as a one-man-band consultant roving the world (the Road 
Warrior). These are my stories: some funny, some sad, and some just 
interesting. 

 
 

 

Tales from the Trails 
Part 1: UK trails 

Ben Bennetts 
 

Published 2014 
Smashwords and Amazon Kindle Store 

$1.99 
 

Walking is good for you.  It provides physical exercise and stimulates 
the senses.  It gets you out and about.  You see places that can only be 
reached on foot.   It also has its moments, sometimes funny sometimes 
dangerous, plus mishaps and other adventures.   This book is a collection 
of observations, stories, advice and photographs from the long-distance 
walks made by the author, and his wife, after retiring at age 66 in 2007.  
Part 1 covers UK long-distance trails including many UK National Trails.  

Part 2, see below, covers long-distance walking in the Himalaya Mountains in Nepal and India, the 
lower Sierra Nevada mountains in Spain, along the levadas of Madeira, and snowshoeing in 
Switzerland. 
 
 

Fingers to the Keyboard: 2000 - 2014 
Ben Bennetts 

 
Published 2014 

Smashwords and Amazon Kindle Store 
$3.99 

 
In-between writing ‘proper’ books, I often dash off an essay on anything 

that amuses me or otherwise catches my attention.   Fingers to the 
Keyboard is an eclectic mix and collection of these essays on topics such 
as the stupidity of politicians, the idiosyncrasies of English grammar, the 
baiting of scammers, the trials and tribulations of being hard of hearing, 
commentaries on various sports, religious extremism, the beauty of 
mathematics, film and book reviews, and a miscellany of grumpy old man 
moans and groans. 

 
 

http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/281854
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Occasion-Ivory-Tower-Warrior-Stories-ebook/dp/B00II0ODNO/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1464785709&sr=1-1&keywords=One+one+occasion%3A+Ivory
http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/408210
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Tales-Trails-Part-UK-ebook-x/dp/B00IFD2NCC/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1464784726&sr=1-1&keywords=tales+from+the+trails+part+1
http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/424602
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Fingers-Keyboard-2000-Ben-Bennetts-ebook/dp/B00JTZDL44/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1464784937&sr=1-1&keywords=fingers+to+the+keyboard%3A+2000
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Quickie Table Wines 
Ben Bennetts 

 
Published 1977, re-published 2015 

Smashwords and Amazon Kindle Store 
$0.00 

 
 
In 1977, I published a small 16-page booklet titled Quickie Table 

Wines. It was a simple “do this, do that” set of instructions designed 
to produce palatable home-made fruit-based table wines within 4 to 
5 weeks. The technique had been well researched and proven by 
experiment and the booklet went on to become a UK best seller, 
selling just under 12,000 copies before publication ceased sometime 
around the mid-‘80s. Friends and family still talk about the booklet 
and their wine-making experiences and I have decided to re-publish 
as an e-book. The ingredient and equipment prices in the booklet 
are 1977 prices but the technique is ageless. Download a free MOBI 

(Kindle), EPUB (iPad) or PDF file from Smashwords and enjoy. 
 

 

The Wondrous Wacky World of Words 
Ben Bennetts, with illustrations by Jenny Bennetts 

 
Published 2015 

Smashwords and Amazon Kindle Store 
$6.06 (e-book), $11.00 (paperback) 

 
 

How are you on words?  Do you know your oxymorons from your 
tautologies; your alliterations from your euphemisms; your 
acronyms from your homonyms; or your onomatopoeias from your 
palindromes?   Is supercalifragilisticexpialidocious a nonce word or 
a nonsense word?  Can you create neologisms by prefixing, 
suffixing, back-forming, compounding, and blending with the best 
of them?  Can you define the word word without using the word 
word?  Do you know what it means to munch a brick or bend 
someone’s ear? Is a fire distinguisher a spoonerism or a 
malapropism?  Are you a logophile, an etymologist, a lexicologist, a 
philologist, a logologist, a linguist or just someone who enjoys a walk in the park? 

If you know the answers to all these questions, you’ve no need to read this essay.  If not, read on 
and be amused, amazed and ameliorated. 

 
 

Tales from the Trails 
Part 2: non-UK Trails 

Ben Bennetts 
 

Published 2015 
Smashwords 

$1.99 
 
Tales from the Trails Part 2 is a follow on from Part 1 and covers 

long-distance walking in the Himalaya Mountains in Nepal and India, 
the lower Sierra Nevada mountains in Spain, along the levadas of 
Madeira, and snowshoeing in Switzerland. 

http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/542734
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Quickie-Table-Wines-Ben-Bennetts-ebook/dp/B00YSMZMQ8/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1464785066&sr=1-1&keywords=quickie+table+wines
http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/546851
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Wondrous-Wacky-World-Words-ebook/dp/B00YOFKUHU/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1464785220&sr=1-1&keywords=wondrous+wacky+world+of+words
http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/559118
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Books by Ben Bennetts, writing as J C Pascoe 

 
Conversations 

J C Pascoe 
 

Published 2016 
Smashwords and Amazon Kindle Store 

$6.74 (e-book), $9.99 (paperback) 
 

‘Are you thinking what I think you’re thinking?’ 
So starts a series of weekly topic-discussion meetings over a 

period of five months between 22-year-old sexually-experienced 
social-sciences student, Abigail Scott, and 58-year-old divorcé and 
beekeeper Gerry Hawkins.  Abi is looking for someone to bounce 
opinions off whereas Gerry is happy to have someone to converse 
with while drinking coffee in the High Street coffee house. 

Gradually, their discussions lead to friendship and Gerry begins 
to wonder if maybe the friendship will develop even further.  The 
honey bees, unwittingly, have a hand in helping the relationship 
mature. 

 
Note: this book contains sexually explicit material and is not suitable for minors. 

 
 

Conversations Lite 
J C Pascoe 

 
Published 2016 

Smashwords and Amazon Kindle Store 
$4.99 (e-book), $7.99 (paperback) 

 
‘Are you thinking what I think you’re thinking?’ 
So starts a series of weekly topic-discussion meetings over a 

period of five months between 22-year-old sexually-experienced 
social-sciences student, Abigail Scott, and 58-year-old divorcé and 
beekeeper Gerry Hawkins.  Abi is looking for someone to bounce 
opinions off whereas Gerry is happy to have someone to converse 
with while drinking coffee in the High Street coffee house. 

Gradually, their discussions lead to friendship and Gerry begins 
to wonder if maybe the friendship will develop even further.  The 
honey bees, unwittingly, have a hand in helping the relationship 
mature. 
 

Note: Conversations Lite is an expurgated version of Conversations, written by the 
same author. 

http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/597858
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Conversations-J-C-Pascoe-ebook/dp/B018YBGO2O/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1464785447&sr=1-1&keywords=conversations+j+c+pascoe
http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/624074
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Conversations-Lite-J-C-Pascoe-ebook/dp/B01D8YUN6A/ref=sr_1_2?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1464785447&sr=1-2&keywords=conversations+j+c+pascoe
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Fingers to the Keyboard: 2015 - 2016 
Ben Bennetts 

 
Published 2017 

Smashwords, $3.99 (e-book) 
 
‘Fingers to the Keyboard: 2015 – 2016’ is a collection of blogs on 
many topics—politics, religion, book and film reviews, English 
grammar, sport, mathematics, long-distance walking, British Royal 
Family, general moans and groans, and so on—published between 
January 2015 and December 2016. The book follows on from 
‘Fingers to the Keyboard: 2000 – 2014’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Dream Guardian 
Ben Bennetts 

 
Published 2017 

Amazon paperback edition $24.99 (circa £19.28/€21.82) 
Amazon e-book in the Kindle store (MOBI), $7.99 (circa 

£6.17/€6.98) 
Smashwords e-book (MOBI, EPUB), $7.99 (circa £6.17/€6.98) 

 
Grandpa is a storyteller.  He's also The Dream Guardian, charged 
with looking after hundreds of bottles of dreams, both happiness 
dreams and nightmares.  His grandchildren, Tommy and Nikki, 
often visit him to listen to a story and, in Tommy's case, learn how 
to become the new Dream Guardian when the time comes.   Listen 
to stories about hidden temples, a runaway dog, four-winged fairies, 
stag beetles, witches, Arthur (the original Dream Guardian), 
adventurous train journeys, … and much more, plus learn about a 
secret room, a secret book, and how to re-dream a bottled dream. 
 
 

  
 

The Mechanics of Creative Writing 
Ben Bennetts 

 
Published 2018 

Amazon paperback edition, $11.99/£8.66/€9.88 
Amazon e-book in the Kindle store (MOBI), $3.97/£2.85 

Smashwords e-book (MOBI, EPUB), $3.99 
 

Do you fancy yourself as a creative writer?  Do you enjoy 
composing great works of literary art—meticulous texts, elegant e-
mails, scathing or amusing letters to an editor, scintillating blogs, 
entertaining short stories, erudite reference books, unputdownable 
novels?  Is there even such a word as unputdownable?  (There is 
now!) 

 
Is your grammar up to scratch?  Do you copy edit your own 

compositions?  Did you know there are no officially-sanctioned 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/694416
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/1546989587/keywords=the+dream+guardian
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B073YFHZN9/keywords=the+dream+guardian
https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/736398
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Mechanics-Creative-Writing-Ben-Bennetts/dp/1717407242/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1525351845&sr=1-1&keywords=the+mechanics+of+creative+writing+ben+bennetts
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Mechanics-Creative-Writing-Ben-Bennetts-ebook/dp/B07CM3ZZ89/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1525269341&sr=1-1&keywords=the+mechanics+of+creative+writing+ben+bennetts
https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/819824
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rules for English grammar?  There is, however, a multitude of opinions on what constitutes correct 
usage, incorrect usage, and usage that will attract attention—to boldly go springs to mind. 

 
I use what I call the bish-bash-bosh style of creative writing: bish the words down into a Word file, 

bash them around, and bosh them to perfection.  If this is your writing style, do you know how to 
manipulate your embryonic text into its final magnificent form using the hidden powers of Microsoft 
Word (Styles, Paragraph Marker, Find and Replace, Spellcheck and Autocorrect)?  How about 
graphics?  Do you understand the copyright infringement perils of copying and using images, and text, 
from websites for use in your scholarly production?  Finally, when you've finished creating, do you 
know how to self-publish as an e-book, or even as a something-to-be-proud-of paperback or hardback 
book? 

 
So many questions; so little time.  Read this book and gain a head start into the heady world of 

creative writing and self-publishing. 
 

(^_^) 
 

About The Author 
 

 
Camber Castle, Royal Military Canal long-distance path, 2017 

 
I’m a retired electronics engineer in my 70s who now writes blogs and books and, with my wife 

Carol, walks long-distance trails.  During my professional career, I authored two technical books and 
just under a hundred technical papers.  Since retiring in 2007, I’ve written nine books under my own 
name and two under the pseudonym of J C Pascoe.  You can read more about the books on my 
website, ben-bennetts.com/books.   The books are available as e-books on www.smashwords.com  and 
in Amazon’s Kindle Store. 

Contact me at ben@ben-bennetts.com   
 

 (^_^) 
 

http://ben-bennetts.com/books
http://www.smashwords.com/
mailto:ben@ben-bennetts.com

